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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 BERLIN 04001 

E.O. 11652: GDR 
TAGS: PGOV, GW, SU, GE 

SUBJECT: REPORT ON GAUS-HONECKER MEETING 

REF: BERLIN 3530 

1 . FRG DEPUTY PERMREP BERTELE ON JUNE 13 PROVIDED US 
WITH THE FOLLOWING BRIEF RUN-DOWN ON THE BACKGROUND TO 
AND SUBSTANCE OF THE HONECKER-GAUS MEETING ON JUNE 12. 

ACCORDING TO BERTELE, THE INITIATIVE FOR THE MEETING 

CAME FROM THE EAST GERMAN SIDE APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AGO, 

WITH THE GDR INDICATING HONECKER WISHED TO HAVE A TOUR 
D'HORIZON WITH GAUS. THE EAST GERMANS SAID IF ANY NEWS 
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OF THE PROPOSED MEETING LEAKED TO THE PRESS BEFORE JUNE 12, 

THE MEETING WOULD BE OFF. AT THE SAME TIME, DURING THE 
JUNE 12 MEETING HONECKER INDICATED THE EAST GERMAN SIDE 
HAD NO OBJECTION IF THE WEST GERMANS WISHED TO GIVE SOME 
PUBLICITY TO THE MEETING, AND HONECKER AND GAUS TALKED 
ABOUT HOW GAUS WOULD CHARACTERIZE IT. (EAST BERLIN PAPERS 
JUNE 13 CARRIED VERY BRIEF FRONT PAGE ITEM ON THE MEETING, 
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NOTING ONLY THAT QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL INTEREST WERE 
DISCUSSED.) GAUS WAS ALONE FROM THE WEST GERMAN SIDE. 
HONECKER HAD WITH HIM FRANK- JOACHIM HERMANN, HIS CHEF DE 
CABINET (NOT JOACHIM HERMANN, FORMER EDITOR OF NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND AND NOW A FULL MEMBER AND SECRETARY OF THE 
SED POLITB UREAU) . BERTELE ADDED THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME 
IN APPROXIMATELY 2 YEARS THAT GAUS HAD SEEN HONECKER 
PRIVATELY. 

2. SINCE HONECKER HAD ASKED FOR THE MEETING, ACCORDING 
TO BERTELE, HE TOOK THE INITIATIVE IN RAISING SUBJECTS 

HE WISHED TO DISCUSS. IN ADDITION TO GIVING APPROVAL FOR 
THE GO-AHEAD ON NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE BERLIN-HAMBURG 
AUTOBAHN, HONECKER SUGGESTED IT WOULD BE EASIER FOR THE 
GDR TO AGREE TO THE PROJECT IF A NORTHERN ROUTE WERE 
PROPOSED BY THE FRG. THE WARTHA-HERLESHAUSEN PROJECT 
WAS RAISED, WITH GAUS APPARENTLY TAKING A SOMEWHAT RESERVED 
POSITION ON THE "GRAND SOLUTION" BY INDICATING BONN WOULD 
HAVE TO FIGURE OUT WHAT IT COULD AFFORD IN TERMS OF THE 
COSTS FOR THE BERLIN HAMBURG PROJECTS, ETC. 

3. ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES IN DEMARCATION OF THE FRG-GDR 
BORDER, HONECKER AGREED TO SET ASIDE THE ELBE RIVER 
ISSUE, SO LONG AS THE SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT CAN BE 
DONE IN A "DECENT WAY". BERTELE DID NOT INDICATE WHAT 
THIS MEANT IN TERMS OF WHAT EITHER SIDE WOULD BE PREPARED 
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TO DO IN TERMS OF THE TYPE OF DOCUMENT TO BE SIGNED OR 
THE LEVEL AT WHICH IT WOULD BE SIGNED. 

4. HONECKER SHOWED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN THE MATTER 

OF WORK ON THE TRANSIT WATERWAYS BETWEEN THE FRG AND WEST 
BERLIN, AND IN EFFECT SAID IF THE FRG WAS NOT PREPARED TO 
NEGOTIATE ON THEIR RECONSTRUCTION, THE GDR WOULD BE 
FORCED TO RAISE TOLLS FOR THEIR USAGE. HONECKER ALSO 
EXPRESSED "EARNEST" GDR INTEREST IN BEING PREPARED TO 
OPEN THE TELTOW CANAL; HE ALSO SIGNALLED A GDR WILLING- 
NESS TO AGREE TO AN FRG "ROOF" FOR NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
THE WEST BERLIN SENAT AND THE GDR ON THE ISSUE. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO THE FRG REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS 
OF WEST BERLINERS ON CONSULAR MATTERS (A SUBJECT THE 
WEST GERMANS HAD RAISED WITH BREZHNEV DURING HIS MAY 
VISIT TO BONN), HONECKER SAID HE HAD "TALKED WITH HIS 
ALLIES" AND PROFESSED TO SEE "LIGHT AT THE END OF THE 
TUNNEL" (BONN 8039, 8564 AND 9188). IT WAS AGREED GAUS 
WOULD TALK TO GDR DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NIER FURTHER 
ON THE SUBJECT. 
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6. HONECKER ALLEGEDLY MADE A "FUNDAMENTAL REMARK" ON HOW 
FRG-GDR RELATIONS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED, NOTING THAT THERE 
MUST BE RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW, THE BORDERS BETWEEN 
THE 2 COUNTRIES, AND THAT SUCH OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS AS 
CITIZENSHIP AND NATIONALITY MUST BE RESOLVED IN THE FUTURE. 
HE ALSO CALLED ONCE AGAIN FOR THE SHUTTING DOWN OF THE 
SALZGITTER OFFICE. 

7. ACCORDING TO BERTELE, GAUS ASKED ABOUT GDR MOVEMENT 
ON HUMANITARIAN ISSUES. HONECKER RESPONDED TO THE EFFECT 
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THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD HAVE TO WORK WITH WHAT THEY HAD 
ALREADY ACHIEVED, AND APPARENTLY GAVE NO INDICATION OF 
GDR WILLINGNESS TO MOVE IN THIS AREA. 

8. HONECKER RAISED THE MATTER OF FRG MEDIA TREATMENT OF 
THE GDR WHICH HE CALLED "BAD". GAUS RESPONDED ALONG 
STANDARD LINES ABOUT FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN THE FRG. 
(BERTELE GAVE NO INDICATION THAT EITHER SIDE RAISED THE 
REOPENING OF THE SPIEGEL OFFICE.) 
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9. HONECKER INDICATED HE HAD NO PROBLEM WITH GAUS SEEING 
NIER WHEN NECESSARY AS HIS GENERAL COUNTERPART ON FRG- 
GDR RELATIONS IN ADDITION TO GAUS BEING THE CHIEF NEGO- 
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TIATOR WITH TECHNICAL-LEVEL GDR NEGOTIATORS. FOR THE FRG, 
ACCORDING TO BERTELE, THIS ARRANGEMENT PROVIDES THE 
NECESSARY "UMBRELLA" ROLE FOR GAUS AS WELL AS ENABLING 
HIM TO KEEP CONTROL OF ALL THE VARIOUS NEGOTIATIONS 
UNDERWAY. FINALLY, GAUS TERMED AS "POSITIVE" THE TONE 
AND SUBSTANCE OF HIS MEETING WITH HONECKER. BOLEN 
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